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~bahamasaccharified 


A Photoalbum by Florentin Smarandache 


EXPLANATION 


Tits te a photoalbum Lsplrea by a trip tw which | ventured almost twenty 
Years Ago (2004) tn Bahamas, and ow which | related at Large iw MAY travelog 
“Frate cu mertotanele st paralelele” (Brother of mertdtans and parallels), tome It, 


Rm. Valcea, RomaANLA, ZOOS (tw Romanian). 


in addition to tmages, this aloum contains short notations ow the history of 
Bahamas or its current real-life, or intents to part instant perceptions had on 
the spot, placed retrospectively under the general feeling that Bahamas has the 
power to penetrate one’s heart, and saccharity Le (ie. Literally “to make twto 
sugar”). Consequently, | cotned the word Bahama-saccharification to describe 
that unique word-lacking feellvg that | still have twenty years Later when 


images from there come under my eyes or tn my mind. 


5 


RE 
AS 
ae 
= 
oO 
i¢ 
oO 
oO 
© 
n 
E 
oO 
cS 
[oo 
==) 


Lucayans were a sub-branch of the Arawak Taino, from Hispantola 


(lw modern day Hatt and Dominican Republic) and Cuba. 
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bahamasaccharified 


he Lucayan villages were set up near beaches, with the chief 
(cactque) having a bigger house. 


fter the return of the Spanish, the Lucayans disappear trom the 


isLands tn 1520 — dectwated bu whtte diseases, letlled, or taken as 


he tsLanas vematned untwhabited until 1642, when the 


eleuthertans* adventurers arrived, seeking reliotous freedom. 


fterwards, for fifty years, pirates created paradise here. 


*“Eleutheria” comes from Greer. It means “the country of Liberties” 
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To arive in Bahamas, | flew over the famous Bermuda 
Triangle, whose surface of a million square miles stole over 


a thousand Ships; 8) atrpla WeS ALsappear there per year. 
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Recent research shows that watural gases burst through the ocean floor and swiftly 


produce a lesser density of the water, Leading to ships sinking. Same goes for planes; the 
Aly mixed with methane gas has Lower density. 
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Archimedes' principle** states that the upward buoyant force that ts 
exerted on a body tmmersed tw a fluid, whether (ully or partially, ts 
equal to the weight of the fluid that the body oisplaces. The water, 
Lmpregnateda with methane gas bubbles, has a lower weight, and 


thus, a Lower force of keeping the ship azloat. 
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Ex-British masa Bahamas 
sae gained its lndlependence tw 
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Hard to lose weight with so many 


cream on the table 
eo re 
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A small magazine with... tslanos 
for sale! Some smaller ones, of one 
iu 
to two acres, which cost 375.000; 
ad ii 
others, up to seven hundred acres, 
‘ a. ae 
costlng as much as $11.000.000! 
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. Aw acre ts roughly enough for 
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self-sutficlency. To m4 Our OWN 
28 EE. ’ 
LsLanad awa Live there Like 
aa 
Robinson Crusoe! = 
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Ow the matw street of West 


Bay, tw the capital, there ts a 


bazaar with black art (carved 
wood, stone, cocowmuts, Leather, 
Lrow), t-Shirts, caps, masks. 


Lots of tourtsts tw this bazaar. 
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The cabbie asked me ae dow’'t wish to buy 


aw island, as _ ~ 2 s for sale. Call 
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-Ohoo! | exclaim. 


-Cinema stars buy them, the cabbte adds. 
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There’s a castwo tn the 


Atlantis Hotel. | play at the 


machines with a ¢25 stale 
ana lose a few dollars. The 


thieves, tw, the stupla, out! 
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Some are ruining themselves and Losing fortunes. 


| met a few cases of people playing at the casino, losing everything 


they accumulated in a lifetime, over a moment of pleasure, or for 


thety boundless greed to get even richer overnight. 


Gigantic, luxurtous hotel. 


Fe Arravole ow the ground, plano 
’ | & 
i. A frvusic fountains inside, 
TO 
grand architecture - ana 


prices to match tt all! 
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le mete * poster: “EXCuSeé Our attire 


, a ” \ 
hen we've cleaning!” 
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wo Local painters: Ward Minis and Jace McKinney. 
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Black portraits, tw av impresstonist sty Le, but also postmodern art Glee 


IE ee 


wewspapers/medta), and definitions from dictionaries, taking part of the 
a ae 
exposition and reminding of concrete art (which sends more twformation 


haw feelings to the watcher). 
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Century ola streets tn 4 
ee er — 2 1 
Nassau have a charm of 
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A cabbie tola me there ave 


only two speeds tw the 


Bahamas: slow and very 


slow! The people seem calm, 


Rind ana slow. 
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Most tourists ave American. There are some Guropeans here ana there 


as well. | saw Italtan, French and FULUplno restaurants. 


Life on an island ts calm. | always dreamed of something Like this. 


Flowers, exotic plants, water, sun. 
After pm, shops close. Only restaurants are still open. 
The wind ts always blowing, helping atssipate the heat. Humedity. 


| wo Longer have my wostrils Ary like tw the desert. 
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olitary vultures, turtles, crocodiles, a peahen with her young, 


iquanas, crabs, small monkeys, Awart goats and... children’s 


poetry About animals, written by Ogaden Nash. 


The Jamaican botanist Hedley Edwards brought flamingoes in 1950, tn the southern- 


most island, nagua, which were trained to walle on command itn 195%. 


Because of excessive hunting tw the 1940-1950 decade ana habitat loss, the 


endangered. There are Six known Species. 


When resting, they stand ow one foot. The A sLNaLe egg per Year, So a single 


, of which both the male and the female tale care of. 
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At a wholesale store tw Nassau, a memory with a local. 
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The Prrate Museum 


“The pirate has a short but beautiful lite!”, as Bartholomew Roberts, 


one of their captains, sata. 


Aw ola ship, lit streetlights, davleness. The pirates of the West Inalies 


used Light ships to move quickly. A dangerous, unpreatctable life; 


gambling, alcohol, women. 


In 1716, piracy was flourishing. Satlors were pata poorly on commercial ships 


. Youngsters were attracted by the adventure ana 
he riches, as well as the toeas of Liberty, propagated by the French Revolution, 


which reached the four corners of the worla. They decided to fight against the 


sustem thts wau. 
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Because they Aldw’t have fruits ow the ship, many suffered of scurvy (Lack of vitamin C in 
the organism). Malaria took many lives. The tage of the pirate with an eyepatch and a 
wooden leg from movies ts real. Wounded tw battle, they’A have thetr arm or leg amputated, 


to avota wecrosts, with a saw! 


The captains were chosen democratically by the crew. There was a set of Laws of plracy. 
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Wasaga. che Cartobean Sea, most pirates were black. eee 
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Atdw’t bury thelr treasures, as | used to vead tn,- 
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gambling. Only Captain Kida buried his. 
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| thine there ts some sort i a ‘drug, 
= ——— SS 
market. Sitting at the beach, § 


under the shade of a palm tree, two fai 
) a —— 
Lwa a uals see mia me, asking = 
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lw the Cartobean, Bahamas ts the richest country. Emigrants trom 


JjJamatca and Halt come here. 
The Bahamas Islands were Aiscoverta in 1492, by Cristopher 
Columbus. 
In the Rawson Park Lies the statue of the first governor of independent 
Bahamas, Str Milo Boughton Butler (1906-1979), who Lea the country 


between 1973-1979. 
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The AQGUaArLumM Looks 
Lure an anclent 


sunken ct. 


Stingrays, banks of 


yellow-brown Fish. 
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